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Thank you for taking the time to 
read our spring edition newsletter.  
This season is exciting as we are 
learning new ways to step out into our 
community to enhance and celebrate 
all that is happening around us to make 

Sierra Vista better, even after 50 years!  
We were established in May of 1972 
to serve children in our first group 
home, and 50 years later, we are still 
going strong in new and innovative 
ways.  Sierra Vista is committed to 
listening, adapting, and collaborating 
with our community to help break the 
cycles of poverty that many of us have 
endured.   Thank you to each of you 
for your investment in your neighbors 
and for inviting Sierra Vista along in 
the journey towards being a healthy 
community.

With gratitude,

Andrew Timbie
Chief Executive Officer

We are thrilled and proud to receive GuideStar's 
highest level Platinum Seal of Transparency. Our 
agency continues to meet and exceed the necessary 
standards for fiscal responsibility, as demonstrated 
by receiving the platinum level. 
 
What is GuideStar?    
GuideStar is the world's largest source of 
information on non-profit organizations. 
GuideStar gathers and provides access to the most 
comprehensive, up-to-date, and accurate non-profit 
information available and connects donors and grantmakers to foundations and 
other non-profit organizations. The Platinum Seal of Transparency indicates clear 
and essential information to the public about our goals, strategies, capabilities, 
achievements, and progress indicators and helps to demonstrate Sierra Vista's 
transparency to potential funders and donors.
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A WORD FROM OUR CEO
ANDREW TIMBIE

WE'VE GONE PLATINUM
GUIDESTAR SEAL OF TRANSPARENCY
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We want to recognize the excellent work Alberto is doing 
in our Workforce program as an ESL Instructor. He has 
been with Sierra Vista since 2014, making a difference 
in our community. Alberto is not only an essential part 
of the workforce team, he is also a phenomenal teacher! 
Alberto’s passion for teaching is noticed through the 
patience, understanding, and support he shows to his 
students daily. 
 
Our Workforce program is a referral-based adult 
education program. Workforce collaborates with 
Stanislaus County Workforce Development in preparing 
clients to overcome barriers that prevent them from 
employment. We teach English, basic computer skills, 
typing, resume writing, and other skills needed to assist 
clients in obtaining full-time employment.

Meet Whitney Beltran a Case 
Manager at Hughson/Waterford 
Family Resource Center. 

"I have proudly worked at Sierra 
Vista for 11 years. It has been a 
privilege as it is very joyful to help 

serve the community that I've grown 
up and reside in. I love being able 
to connect with families and engage 
with them. I am very grateful to be a 
part of such a great agency that has 
taken care of me, my family, and all 
the families we serve. I look forward 

to continuing and growing within 
this agency and celebrating '50' great 
years." 
 
The Hughson Family Resource 
Center is located in the rural 
agriculture community of Hughson. 
It serves southeast Stanislaus County, 
a 265 square mile area serving eight 
communities, including Hughson, 
Denair, Empire, Gratton, Hickman, 
LaGrange, Roberts Ferry, and 
Waterford. 
 
The Hughson Family Resource 
Center's mission is to provide and 
coordinate resources and services 
through partnerships that enhance 
the health, education, and well-being 
of the communities we serve.

EMPLOYEE HIGHLIGHTS
WHITNEY BELTRAN

ALBERTO RUIZ
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Celebrating 50 Years
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

1972

1980

In 1972 H.I. “Tom” Sawyer visited a non-profit agency in the bay area 
and saw a group home that could provide the high level of care needed 
for children in Stanislaus County. In order to establish such a program 
in his community, Tom reached out to a friend in Southern California 
who was a child psychiatrist, and they developed Stanislaus County’s 
first Residential Treatment Program. He took a mortgage on his home to 
use as a down payment on a suitable group home, which then became 
Therapeutic Homes Incorporated, the forerunner of Sierra Vista Child & 
Family Services.

In 1980 we expanded by adding our Non-
Public School and Children’s Day Treatment 
Program for children with emotional or 
behavioral disorders who require daily 
therapeutic activities, including individual 
and group therapy.
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Celebrating 50 Years
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

2022

1989In 1972 H.I. “Tom” Sawyer visited a non-profit agency in the bay area 
and saw a group home that could provide the high level of care needed 
for children in Stanislaus County. In order to establish such a program 
in his community, Tom reached out to a friend in Southern California 
who was a child psychiatrist, and they developed Stanislaus County’s 
first Residential Treatment Program. He took a mortgage on his home to 
use as a down payment on a suitable group home, which then became 
Therapeutic Homes Incorporated, the forerunner of Sierra Vista Child & 
Family Services.

In 2020 Andrew Timbie was appointed Chief Executive 
Officer. He began his leadership role with over 250 
employees and a budget of 16 million dollars. 

As Sierra Vista celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2022, 
we have grown into one of the largest non-profit 
agencies in Stanislaus and Merced counties. We are 
excited at how far we have come and the promising 
future ahead. We are proud of the enormous positive 
impact our staff, donors, and the Board of Directors 
have had on the community and families we serve.

In 1989 Judy Kindle was 
appointed Executive Director. 
She began her leadership role 
with fewer than 40 employees 
and a budget of under 
$600,000. Judy continued the 
legacy of John Hunter and 
transformed Sierra Vista into a 
growing and successful agency.
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Thank you, Honey's Air & Solar, 
for touring our Kirk Baucher Non-
Public School campus. Kirk Baucher 
provides special education for 
children grades Kindergarten-8th. 
We provide a beautiful and calm 
learning environment our children 
can thrive in. 
 
Sierra Vista is grateful to partner 
with Honey's to enhance the quality 

of life for our 
children in the 
Central Valley. 
 
"The health of 
every community 
is directly tied 
to the health of 
the families in 

that community. That is why Sierra 
Vista Child & Family Services 
mission of strengthening families 
and communities by transforming 
lives inspired Honey's Air & Solar's 
admiration and support. We proudly 

reflect on the good they have done in 
our community and look forward to 
seeing the good they will accomplish 
in the future." - Ray Broman, 
Honey's Air & Solar.

Our Sierra Vista Staff joined together 
to volunteer for Love Modesto 
Saturday, April 30, 2022. Our staff 
spent the day cleaning up the 
Tuolumne River, washing Modesto 
Fire Department firetrucks, cleaning 
the Virginia corridor, and helping 
make homemade teddy bears for 
children in our community. We 
appreciate the work Love Stanislaus 
is doing to make our communities 
a cleaner and safer place to live and 
play. Thank you. 
 
"We cannot do everything as one 
individual, but when we come 
together, we can make an impact 
on the community we live in and 
hopefully encourage others by our 
actions." - Deborah Fernandez, Sierra 
Vista Employee.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
BUZZWORTHY SUPPORT

LOVE MODESTO APRIL 30, 2022
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Jenny Tang, an E. & J. Gallo Winery employee has 
mentored with our Regional Mentoring Alliance since 
2019.  
"As a mentor, I know adult life has its own complications 
and uncertainties, but mentoring with Sierra Vista helps 
remind me of the important things I want to impart 
in a simpler world that is still full of wonder. I love the 
mentee-focused culture of Sierra Vista. That means that 
mentors get the structure, guidance, and support they 
need to become a good mentor for children from a wide 
variety of backgrounds." 
 
Jenny shared, "Mentoring allows me to look at the world 
through another person's eyes. It is a grounding and 
humbling experience to try to meet your mentees where 
they're at, and it also ensures I don't get lost in my own 
head during stressful times in my own life."  
 
Thank you, Jenny, for sharing your time and heart with 
a child in need. Learn how you can help be a mentor 
and join our school-based mentoring program at www.
sierravistacares.org/regional-mentoring-alliance.

WORKING TOGETHER

Our Hughson Family Resource 
Center hosted a book fair for the 
community during National Reading 
Month on March 30. Every child 
who attended our event picked out 
free books to take home to provide 
opportunities for families to read 
together. The event was joined by 
the Hughson Sheriff Department, 
providing families an opportunity 
to get to know the local law 
enforcement.  
 
The Hughson Library hosted a table 
providing families with information 
on obtaining a library card and 
reading programs held by the 
library. The Livingston Community 
Health clinic also participated in 
giving out COVID-19 tests, hand 
sanitizers, and masks to everyone. 

The outdoor event was attended 
by over 260 children and adults. 
Many new families with children 
0-5 received information on the 
programs we offer by the center. 
During COVID-19, the majority 

of the events have been facilitated 
through Zoom; this was the first in-
person event held by the center since 
the pandemic had begun. It was nice 
seeing the families coming out to get 
books for all their children. 

YOU CAN LEARN A LOT FROM MENTORING

HUGHSON COMMUNITY BOOK FAIR
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A very big thank 
you to our sponsors, 
volunteers, golfers, 

and Sierra Vista staff, 
who have made this 

tournament a success 
for the past 30 years! 

Thank You
Eagle Sponsors


